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SAP & GEOXTENSION - ORACLE SPATIAL FOR SAP:
POWER FOR MY BUSINESS

TOWARDS GEO-INTEGRATED BUSINESS
PROCESSES

In everyday business there is an increasing demand
to enhance the overall process performance. To (re)act
faster and better to new requirements, to assess and
anticipate sicuations more precisely and to improve
the power to plan and act in a future-oriented way.
Spatial information is a basic component to support
and design such processes more effectively and effi-
ciently. These data have the ability to create new
value opportunities: Approx. 80% of all information
is location based and almost all business processes
have a spatial component. The incorporation of the
spatial component facilitates design of complete and
comprehensive workflows. This puts people in a
position to do the right things in due time.

However, on the way towards geo-integrated business
processes we still have to bridge a significant gap:
Standard investment decisions often do not take into
consideration spatial information — for various reasons.
Usually spatial information is seen as an expert
domain of GIS specialists, sometimes the implemen-
tation costs are overestimated. And there are only
few successful and simple implementations that show
short-term benefits.

FLEXIBLE WEB SERVICES

Bearing this in mind, advanced architectures and
tools have to follow simple and clear principles. They
have to be designed and developed efficiently and
implemented at customer sites with visible benefits.
The strict compliance with standards is a critical
success factor to meet these demands. Most notably
these are:

® SVG: For description of graphics and graphic
applications in XML

o XML/SOAP: For exchanging data and services on
the web

e HTTP: For data transfers on the web

e J2EE: For the development of intercompatible
multi-tier company applications

e SQL: For access to the data in a relational database

* OpenGIS® Simple Feature: For open format
storage of the geo-data

e BPEL: For composing services for transactional
processes

Systematic use of standards allows the combination
of spatial information, SAP modules and Oracle 10g
in core business processes. WebServices connect the
individual modules with well-defined interfaces and
functionalities as basic components of a service oriented
architecture (SOA). WebServices can be considered as
“problem-solving and productivity tools”. We can use
them for a demand driven integration approach with
a maximum effect on workflow and control structures
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THE GEOXTENSION SOLUTION

Just as a picture tells you more than a thousand words,
maps improve navigation in SAP modules, e.g. for
pooling orders of a specific region in SAP PM. Maps
make it easier to recognize business hotspots as they
allow display of certain concentrations, frequent
occurrences and warning signals. A unique spatial
reference also makes it easier to represent and analyze
complex contents and relationships. Last but not
least, the spatial information optimizes navigation
without media clashes, e.g. routing to a maintenance
site or accessing technical documentation through a
classical GIS. The range of functionalities & features
can be adapted flexibly to customer needs and available
resources. GeoXtension by FICHTNER CONSUL-
TING & IT offers proven components for this purpose:

* Navigation (Overview, QuickNavigator,
StoredView etc.)

¢ Dynamics & symbolization (Tooltips, Animation,
LifeFeeds)
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e Control of map contents (ThemeSelector,
AutoSelector)

e Display & Edit of attributes (AttributeMenu,
MultiMenu, TabularMenu)

e Editing of geometries (DigitizeInteractors)
e Dimensions and construction (Measurements, LRS)

¢ Transaction management (WorkspaceManager,
Versioning)

e Tracing & Routing (SQLTrace, Oracle Topology
Model)

ORACLE & SAP INTEGRATION
ARCHITECTURE

These components have already been used in the past
to integrate heterogenecous information with spatial
intelligence, e.g. for incident and damage analyses,
technical optimization, Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition (SCADA) or Laboratory Information
Systems (LIS). With SAP a new dimension is achieved:
Full integration in business critical SAP applications
such as Plant Maintenance PM, Project System PS or
Financial & Asset Accounting FI/AA allows to address
technical, financial and spatial aspects together. Just
like the business processes incorporate the technical
and the economic aspects, it is essential that the [T
systems do so as well.
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Oracle | SAP Integration Architecture with GeoXtension

With the introduction of NetWeaver, SAP now offers
a comprehensive integration technology which — like
GeoXtension — 1s entirely based on the J2EE archi-
tecture. This means that GeoXtension can be directly
integrated in the SAP XI architecture and can take
advantage of the Enterprise Portal functions (e.g.
Drag & Relate for standardization, Single Sign-On for
authentication, Authorization Management, etc.).
SAP supports the BPEL standard for the integration
and control of distributed services. GeoXtension can
be integrated in standardized BPEL processes via
WSDL bindings. GeoXtension is also flexible with
regard to the Application Server and runs both on
Oracle and SAP. This architecture enables:

e Embedding of geodata (maps) as windows (iViews)
on a Portal generated with NetWeaver and a map
view based on selected information from SAP for
visualization of the spatial reference

e Spatial algorithms (“Geocoding”) of selected SAP
elements (projects, notifications, equipment, technical
locations) for display of the spatial distribution

e Synchronization of SAP and Geo windows, e.g.
“Show technical location” for an object selected on
the map or navigation to an clement selected in SAP

e Generation and visualization of thematic maps
based on SAP information (e.g. map objects are
colored according to SAP attribute values).

For users who have not (yet) implemented the SAP
XI architecture, a spatial solution can be integrated
as a sort of "Lite” version via other SAP interfaces
such as RFC or iDoc, either directly or via the Busi-
ness Connector.

BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER - A MAIN-
TENANCE SUCCESS STORY

A water utility operates a large number of facilities
such as buildings, water towers, pumping stations,
pipelines, all of which have been functionally recorded
in SAP. Each maintenance task is created there as an
order in SAP PM regardless of whether it is a routine
task or it was initiated ad hoc in response to an
incident notification. SAP PS is used for major main-
tenance projects. In addition, each facility is usually
maintained in the overall asset and network documen-
tation in a classic GIS. Alcernatively it can be auto-
matically geolocated based on a logical, administrative
or functional-technical context. Thus, each mainten-
ance order has in effect a spatial reference.






